APPENDIX I

A NOTE ON  STALIN

STALIN, the " man of steel," was born Joseph Vissariono-
vitch Djugashvili, a poor cobbler's son in a village near
Tiflis. Like Mussolini, he was educated to be a priest,
but he was a violent and intractable youth. His exploit
in 1907 in holding up a bank-van in Tiflis shows that he
was readier than some of the other revolutionaries of
that time to risk his person in the service of Communism.
He and his fellow-conspirators lay in wait for the van,
threw a bomb which killed thirty people, and made off
with the loot, some ^50,000 at the then rate of exchange.

This money was not for himself. No one has ever
accused him of lining his pockets at the expense of the
cause. It was despatched to Lenin-Ulianov by the hand
of the present Foreign Minister, M. Litvinov, who was
sent to Paris for the purpose and was arrested there as a
receiver of stolen goods. He was soon released, through
the help of the Grand Orient of France, and went to live
in London with Lenin, working as a purchasing agent
for a German munitions firm by day and as a revolu-
tionary by night,

Stalin stayed in Russia. It is impossible not to admire
his courage. When others, in the years after the un-
successful revolution of 1905, were in safety and com-
parative comfort abroad, Stalin was going from town to
town, carrying the pure milk of Marxism, escaping from
the Czar's secret police, only to be arrested again in some
new lair.

His history is that of his unhappy country. He saw
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